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Appalachians

The culture

Part 1: Overview
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The Appalachian Region

Appalachia lies along 
the Appalachian 
mountains, which 
extend from 
Mississippi to New 
York, and includes 
three sub regions.
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The Appalachian Region

Ä The region was originally inhabited by 
Native Americans

Ä The name Appalachia comes from the 
Appalachee tribe of Northern Florida

Ä The geographical region known as 
Appalachia is named after the mountain 
chain which serves as a barrier from the 
outside world 

Ä The isolation that the mountains         
bring has preserved many traditions 
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Pronouncing the Word

Late 17th century. Formed from Apalachee , the 

name of a Native American people of what 

is now the southeastern United States.

Ap·pa·la·chi·an [ àpp  láychee  n, àpp  lách n ] 

adjective

Ap·pal·a·chi·ans [ àpp  láychee  nz, àpp  lách nz ]

Ap·pa·la·chi·a [ àpp  láychee  , àpp  lách ] noun
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Early History

Ä During the colonial 

era, Appalachia was 

claimed by 

Europeans in search 

of independence 

Ä Much of the Civil 

War was fought in 

Appalachia
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Geography and Economy

Ä Geography 

makes farming 

and industry 

difficult

Ä Local economy 

cannot support 

the population 

for most of 

Appalachia
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Geography and Economy

Ä Despite the natural beauty 

of the region, tourism fails 

to generate enough profit 

to offset negative economic 

trends

Ä The regionôs traditional 

economy is based on 

agriculture, extractive 

industries (coal mining), 

and blue - collar 

manufacturing jobs
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Northern Section

Ä Extends from New 
York into West 
Virginia and Ohio

Ä Economic base in 
steel, coal, and 
railroad 
transportation

Ä Reduction in 
employment has 
occurred in this 
region


